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North Carolina Coast Host Honors Many 

North Carolina Coast Host, the premier tourism marketing organization in eastern North Carolina, hosted their second annual tourism professional banquet at the New River Air Station – Officer’s Club Jacksonville, NC on January 21, 2010. Presiding NC Coast Host Chair, Gary Curry with BridgePointe Hotel & Marina, opened the awards banquet. Chair Elect and Public Relations Director for the Crystal Coast Tourism Authority Elizabeth Barrow recognized the organizations past presidents A.C Hall, Debbie Vargas, Theresa Carter and Gary Curry. One of the first members, Tanya Young and now Communications Manager of Roanoke Island Festival Park, received the “Hall of Fame” award. 

Three regional coastal tourism awards were also presented. Harry Simmons was honored with the Southern Region’s “Tourism Person of the Year” award for his dedication to NC Beach, Inlet & Waterway Association. Other regional tourism professionals recognized for their contributions include Tom Potter, president of the North Carolina Paddle Trails Association, who was the Central Region’s “Tourism Person of the Year”; and Vann Rogerson, with North Carolina's Northeast Commission, who was awarded as the Northern Region’s “Tourism Person of the Year.” 

Elizabeth Barrow received the “Volunteer of the Year” award. 

Incoming Chair and Marketing Manager for the Wilmington/Cape fear Coast CVB, Paige Somervell closed by outlining the organization’s 2010 program of work and commitment to growing tourism in Eastern North Carolina. 

Founded in 1981, North Carolina Coast Host is a 501(c)(06) non-profit group whose mission is to increase economic growth by promoting travel and tourism along North Carolina’s three hundred mile coastline.  Our membership is comprised of tourism professionals who represent all facets of the travel industry, providing them the opportunity to network and share ideas while involving residents and visitors alike in exploration of our natural resources, beauty, history, and culture.

If you are a tourism related business interested in finding out more about NC Coast Host and how you could benefit from becoming a member, please visit www.coasthost-nc.com or contact Betsy Rosemann, membership Committee Vice Chair 919-734-2241 or email: betsyr@waynecountychamber.com.  
